
The Wind is the Key Player at Blackmore

Date
Thu, 02/06/2025 - 12:40
Activity
Skiing

We toured up the standard ascent route on Mount Blackmore to the shoulder. Three to four inches of new snow
from yesterday sat on top of the dust layer that got deposited across most of the forecast area on Monday and
Tuesday.

We stopped and dug a full pit on the lowest pitch of skiing and found good stability in this wind-sheltered
terrain. Incidentally, this lowest pitch was also the best skiing by a large margin. All the terrain above this was
very wind-affected. We were looking for near-surface facets and surface hoar that formed last week and got
buried by recent snow in some areas. We didn't find it. This bodes well for long-term stability, but we'll keep
looking. Test scores were unremarkable, ECTN5 below yesterday's snow, ECTN15, 17, and 30 at various levels
within last weekend's storm snow. No other failures, no propagation. 

The wind had hammered snow surfaces at all elevations above this. Surfaces stiffened. There was a tree that
blew over recently. Elephant Mountain and the summer trail area were scoured down to the tundra. There was
evidence of several R1-2/ D1-2 wind slab avalanches that likely ran this weekend on the east face of Blackmore. 

We dug again on the shoulder with unremarkable results and no evidence of new weak layers that will be
players. 

Bottom Line: 

Wind effect is widespread.
It is difficult to tell precisely where loading occurred with the fresh snow covering drifts. You won't know
until you move into the terrain and feel the underlying snow stiffen under your skis, board, or sled (I don't
like not knowing). 
We didn't find any evidence of new weak layers of concern.

Manage it by:

Maintaining a conservative mindset in all upper-elevation terrain that isn't obviously scoured. 
If you want to ski and ride in steeper terrain (slopes above 30 degrees), do so at lower elevations on slopes
sheltered from the wind. We didn't find new weak layers below this weekend's snow, but I would still dig
2-3 feet down to look for them before committing to avalanche terrain. 
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