Minimizing Uncertainty in the Backcountry

Submitted by Eric Knoff on Wed, 11/12/2014 - 14:49

There are no stoplights in the backcountry. The decision to ride into uncontrolled-avalanche terrain is a personal
one with risks and rewards. Done correctly, pinning the throttle through afield of untracked powder or climbing
a steep mountain face can produce unmatched excitement, but riding in avalanche terrain can produce severe and
sometimes deadly consequences. A great way to increase the margin of safety in the backcountry isto reduce
uncertainty about snowpack stability by gathering meaningful information that is relevant to the day’ s riding
plan. Thisis done by taking afew simple steps before and during a backcountry ride.
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